Can I change my name if I’m not yet 18?

Yes, but an adult must file the petition for you.  The adult could be a parent, guardian, or friend. You can also get a lawyer to file.  

Also, if you are still a minor, your parents must be notified of your intent to change your name, even if you’re emancipated.  A reasonable effort must be made to locate your parents even if you don’t know where they are.

Do I need to tell anyone else?

While it’s not required for minors or adults, after you’ve changed your name it is important to notify agencies that you’re involved with, such as your school or the Social Security Administration, that you’ve changed your name.

Questions?

If you are between the ages of 12 and 21, you can contact:

The Door’s Legal Services Center

121 Avenue of the Americas

(entrance on 555 Broome Street)

New York, NY 10013

(212) 941-9090, ext. 3280
So, you want to change 

your name…
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The Door's Legal Services Center

121 Avenue of the Americas

(entrance on 555 Broome Street)

New York, NY   10013

(212) 941-9090, ext. 3280
This pamphlet contains legal information, but it should not be considered legal advice and cannot be considered as a substitute for legal advice.  If you feel that you need legal advice and representation please call The Door’s Legal Services Center. 

In New York State, everyone is entitled to assume whatever name they choose, as long as the change of name is not being made to avoid obligations such as debt, to deceive anyone, or to interfere with the rights of others.  There are two ways to change your name. You can do a common law name change or a legal name change. 

What is a common law name change?

A common law name change occurs without a judicial proceeding; it is effective through simple usage or habit. In other words, people just call you a name different than what it officially is.  For instance, if your name is Mei-Shu but all of your friends, family and teachers call you Michelle, you have successfully achieved a common law name change.

If it’s that easy, why wouldn’t I do it?
Common law name changes may not be adequate to change legal documents.  If you want to change the name on your birth certificate, or another official document, oftentimes a legal name change is required.

What is a legal name change?

A legal name change is much more involved.  It involves an actual judicial proceeding.  Once you have a legal name change, you can change your name on any of your old documents.

A judicial proceeding?  That sounds complicated.  How do I do that?

The first step for a resident of New York City is to file a petition to the Supreme Court or to the branch of the Civil Court in the county in which you reside.  The petition form can be picked up in the New York City court library located at 80 Centre Street, Manhattan.  The library is open Monday through Friday, 9:30 to 4:30.  The form can also be downloaded from

the website: www.courts.state.ny.us/namechange.htm
That sounds easy enough, what next?

The petition needs to be signed and notarized before it can be submitted.  When it is submitted a certified birth certificate needs to be included as well.  When the papers are submitted be prepared to pay $70 if you are filing in civil court and $170 if you are filing in Supreme Court.  This fee can be waived if you can show that you have insufficient income to pay by asking for “poor person relief.”  This requires preparing additional legal documents that are submitted to the court to determine whether you are eligible for this relief.

After the judge approves the name change, the judge will order you to assume the name proposed and will direct you to publicize the name change in a newspaper of his or her choosing.  Different papers cost different amounts to publish the announcement in, and you can try to request that the judge order your to publish in the Village Voice or the Irish Echo, which are two of the cheaper papers in New York City.  They cost only about $25 to print the notice.  Unfortunately, the judge is not required to follow your request. 

The publishing fee is pretty much never reimbursed by the court, even if you obtained “poor persons relief.”

What does the published notice need to say?

An example of a publication notice is:

Notice is hereby given that an order entered by the Supreme Court of New York County on September XX, 2000, Index # XXXX/00, copy of which may be examined at the office of the County Clerk, located in New York County, 60 Centre Street, New York City, grants me the right affected on October XX, 2000 to assume the name of Michael Mouse.  My present name is Don Duck.  My address is XXX.  My place of birth is XXXX, on February 29, 1980.
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