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Florence Nightingale


475 Cherry Ames Road


Healthy, New York 13200

January 10, 2007

New York State Education Department

Division of Professional Licensing Services

89 Washington Avenue

Albany, New York 12234


Re:
Application for LPN License



Florence Nightingale



SS#: 075-23-3333

To Whom It May Concern:


My name is Florence Nightingale and I am writing this letter to provide you with some additional information and insight into my character and background in order to assist you in assessing my fitness to be issued a nursing license and to provide nursing services.


I readily acknowledge that I have in the past had criminal justice involvement for which I am both truly remorseful.  By facing my own faults and shortcoming that occurred in an earlier part of my life it has helped me to reorder my priorities and adopt a new outlook on life.  It is now a life for which I am proud.  It is a life of responsibility, commitment to my family, and dedication to participating in my community in a lawful and productive way.  Having taken these steps and made dramatic changes in my life, reinforces my commitment to never turning back to the life that was part of the old Florence.


As a young woman with five children, no goals, low self-esteem, and impoverished I had lost hope for a healthy, productive and fulfilling life.  Between 1998 and 2000 I made a series of bad decision out of desperation.  In retrospect I can see that I justified my actions by feeling sorry for myself and the circumstances I found myself in.  As a result I now have two criminal convictions for misdemeanors of petit larceny.


The last of these conviction was the catalyst for turning my life around.  It was as if I had finally awakened to recognize that I alone was responsible for making something of my life.  I realized that I owed something to myself and my children.  From that moment on I became committed to my own self-respect with a sense of hope that I could become a mother to my children that could not only provide for them but a mother that would make them proud.  It has now been seven years since I took those first steps towards self-redemption.  I believe in that redemption, I am committed to it, and it is what prevents me from ever turning back.


Two of the events that have most helped to change my life are nursing school and my community involvement.  They have given me a much needed insight into what makes for a fulfilling life.  They have both given me back my sense of purpose and self-respect.  Nursing school has given me a sense of purpose.  I feel good about the skills I have learned.  I take pride in knowing that I have the ability to help others.  I have something of value to give.  I now see my self-worth.


On the day I graduated from nursing school I celebrated with my children.  The pride and joy that I saw in their eyes and smiles will be a source of strength for as long as I live.


My commitment to being a nurse coincided with another important event in my life.  I have developed a social consciousness.  Through the Malcom X Community Center I have been given a new opportunity to commit myself to living a good life.  As a volunteer at the Community Center I help with many community activities.   It has kept me on the road to my own redemption.


As I believe you are aware I have recently applied to Judge Doright in Healthy City Court for a Certificate of Relief from Disabilities. The Certificate was issued yesterday and I enclose a copy.  As you probably are aware, pursuant to Correction Law §753 issuance of that Certificate creates the presumption of rehabilitation on my behalf.


I am committed to my self-respect, to my family, to my community, and to the nursing profession.  It is difficult to express in words why you should have faith in me.  All that I can say is that I will make you proud because I am now proud of who I have become.


Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Florence Nightingale
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