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What are the general requirements for getting a license?

If you do not already have a New York State License or Learner’s Permit or a license from another state or
Canadian province, you first apply for a Learner's Permit. When you apply for a New York State Learner’s Permit,
you must:

* Be at least 16 years old;

+ Complete an application form, available at the Department of Motor Vehicles;

* Provide identification showing proof of name and date of birth;

* Show a valid social security card or a letter from the Social Security Administration within the last 30-days
explaining your ineligibility for a social security number;

« With the SSA letter, you must also be able to present an 1-94 that was issued for more than one year and
with 6 or more months of valid legal status remaining and one of the following codes: B-1, B-2, E-2, F-2, H4,
L-2, M-2, 0-3, P-4, Q-3,R-2 or TD.

« Pay a $10 license fee.

+ Pass a written permit test and vision exam. The written test is offered in both English and Spanish.

After you obtain a permit, you must take a 5-hour pre-licensing course (or drivers’ education). After you complete
this course, you may schedule a road test. If you pass a road test, you will receive your license.

What are Acceptable Documents to Prove My Identity?

The DMV accepts many different kinds of identification. A complete list of acceptable documents is available at
http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/idlicense.htm. DMV assigns each form of identification a specific number of points.
You must provide 6 points worth of documents that prove identity. Below are just a few examples of acceptable
documents.

Examples of Acceptable Identification and Their Point Value:

o Foreign Passport with a Valid I-551 stamp except with status code CR. (If it has status code CR, it must have
been issued by the INS for at least one year and have 6 or more months of validity remaining. (3 pts)

e Foreign Passport with a Visa and 1-94 attached. Passport must be in English or translated by an embassy.
(Visa must have been issued by the INS for at least one year and have 6 or more months of validity
remaining). (3 pts)

e  Unexpired re-entry permit (I-327) (Must have been issued by the INS for at least one year and have 6 or more
months of validity remaining.) (3 pts)

e  Employment Authorization Card INS |-688B or |-766 with photo. (Must have been issued by the INS for at
least one year and have 6 or more months of validity remaining). (3 pts)

e US High School ID or College ID with Transcript (2 pts)

e Union Card (1 pt) or Utility Bill (1 pt)

e  Computer Printed Pay stub (must have your name) or Employee ID Card (1 pt)

Can the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (formerly the Immigration and Naturalization
Service) access information from the NYS DMV?

The Federal Driver's Privacy Protection Act allows driver information to be released for use by any government
agency, including any court or law enforcement agency, in carrying out its functions. This means that New York
can share information with the INS, but at this time there have been no reports of such information sharing. If you
are concerned about your information being shared, consult with a trusted community group or advocate.



