If you are between 18 and 21, have a child and live with your parent(s):

You may be eligible to receive your own Public Assistance case.  However, if you live with your 
parent or guardian, the amount of money that you receive will depend upon your parent or guardian’s income.  If you parent’s income is too high for you to get your own PA grant, you may still be able to get a grant for your child, but not for yourself. 

If you are between 18 and 21, have a child and do not live with your parent(s):

You may be eligible for your own PA case.  If you qualify for PA, you will receive Family Assistance.  You cannot be denied PA because you refuse to return to your parent’s home.  The PA center will ask for your cooperation in exploring getting child support from your parents.  Once you receive PA, they have the right to sue your parents for child support and collect support on your behalf

If you are pregnant:

If you are found eligible for PA, you will receive a grant of FA.  Additionally, you will be entitled to extra money at the beginning of your fourth month of pregnancy.

What if the Center does not accept my application or I am denied Public Assistance because of my age?

If you are not allowed to submit an application when you go to the welfare center because of your age or if your request for assistance is denied, you have the right to ask for a Fair Hearing.  Contact us immediately for assistance.

The Door’s Legal Services Center

212-941-9090, ext. 3280
A Young Person’s Guide to Public Assistance Eligibility
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The Door’s Legal Services Center

121 Avenue of the Americas

(entrance on 555 Broome Street)

New York, NY 10013

212-941-9090

This pamphlet contains legal information, but it should not be considered legal advice and cannot be considered as a substitute for legal advice.  If you feel that you need legal advice and representation please call The Door’s Legal Services Center.  
How old do I have to be to have my own Public Assistance case?  If you are 16 or older, you may be able to open your own Public Assistance (PA) case if you are financially eligible. 

Assuming that I am financially eligible to get Public Assistance, how do I know if I will be able to get benefits my own welfare benefits? Find the category that you fit into and then read about your Public Assistance (PA) possibilities.

Rules for Young People who

don’t have children

If you are 16 or 17, do not have a child, and live with your parent(s) or legal guardian:

You are not eligible to have your own case.  Instead, your parent or guardian must apply for PA on your behalf as the head of the household. When your parent or guardian applies for PA on your behalf, his or her income will be considered.

If you are 16 or 17, do not have a child and live away from your parent(s) or guardian:

You may be eligible for your own PA case, if you are considered an emancipated minor. To be considered an emancipated minor, you must:

1.  
Be at least 16; and

2.
Have completed the minimum school requirements; and

3.
Not be receiving or in need of foster care; and

4 Be living apart from you parents and not be receiving support from them.  

If you meet these criteria, you may be eligible for your own PA case. The PA center will ask for your cooperation in exploring getting child support from your parents.  Once you receive PA, they have the right to sue your parents for child support and collect support on your behalf.  

If you are between 18 and 21, do not have a child and live with your parent(s):

You can get your own case but your parent’s income will be considered in determining whether you are eligible for PA and in determining the amount of your grant.

If you are between 18 and 21, do not have a child and live away from your parent(s):

You may be eligible to receive your own PA case. The PA center will ask for your cooperation in exploring getting child support from your parents.  Once you receive PA, they have the right to sue your parents for child support and collect support on your behalf.
Rules for Young People who

have Children

If you are 16 or 17, have a child and live with your parent(s) or guardian:

You are not eligible to have your own case.  Instead, your parent or guardian must apply for PA on your behalf as the head of the household. Your parent or guardian’s income will be considered to determine your eligibility as well as your child(ren)’s eligibility.  

If you are 16 or 17, have a child and live away from your parent(s) or guardian:

You may be eligible for your own Public Assistance case, if you are considered an emancipated minor. To be considered an emancipated minor, you must: 

1.  
Be at least 16; and

2.
Have completed the minimum school requirements; and

3.
Not be receiving or in need of foster care; and

4.  Be living apart from you parents and not be   receiving support from them.

The law also requires teen parents to live at home to receive Public Assistance unless you meet certain criteria:

1. You have no living parent or legal guardian whose whereabouts are known; or

2. No living parent or legal guardian allows you to live in their home; or

3. You were subjected to serious physical or emotional harm, sexual abuse or exploitation in your parent or guardian’s home; or

4. You have evidence that if you or your child were to go home, you would be seriously harmed; or

5. It is in the best interest of your child not to return to your parent’s home.

If you meet one of these exceptions and you live in an adult supervised setting, you are eligible to receive your own grant. The PA center will ask for your cooperation in exploring getting child support from your parents.  Once you receive PA, they have the right to sue your parents for child support and collect support on your behalf
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