VAWA W/PRIMA FACIE NOTICE

POST 8/22/96 ENTRANT

NO SSN

MINOR CHILD IS LISTED AS DERIVATIVE

ON MOM’S VAWA

EMERGENCY BENEFITS REQUESTED


January 6, 2004

[Insert Center Name]       

Center #

[Insert Center Address]

RE: 
Eligibility of Ms. Doe for Public Benefits

To Whom It May Concern:

Our office represents Ms. Doe and her two children on certain legal matters.  

I write to describe Ms. Doe and her daughter, Jill’s, eligibility for public benefits.  As the following discussion and enclosed HRA informational letters indicate, Ms. Doe is clearly eligible for Safety Net Assistance and Medicaid.  Jill is eligible for Safety Net Assistance, Food Stamps, and Medicaid. Please process their cases immediately.  

Additionally, Ms. Doe currently has no money, food, or diapers for her children.  Please immediately process her application for expedited food stamps and an immediate cash needs grant.  

Ms. Doe and Jill’s Eligibility for Public Benefits

Enclosed you will find a copy of HRA informational letter 03-91-ELI (entitled “Alien Status”) which details immigrant eligibility for public benefits.  Specifically, page 5 states that aliens who have been battered by their U.S. citizen or Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) spouse and have been found prima facie eligible for permanent status under the Violence Against Women Act (“VAWA”), are eligible for public benefit programs. 

To prove status, the informational chart indicates that applicants may present an I-797 form indicating approved, pending, or prima facie determination of an I-360.  

Ms. Doe was severally abused by her spouse and applied for permanent immigration status under the Violence Against Women Act.  Enclosed, you will find a copy Ms. Doe’s I-797 indicating her establishment of a prima facie case.  According to 03 INF 23, Ms. Doe’s I-797 (Prima Facie Notice) proves her eligibility for public benefits.  As Ms. Doe entered after 8/22/96, she is eligible for Safety Net Assistance and Medicaid.

Please note that Ms. Doe’s daughter, Jill, is named as a derivative on the INS notice.  Therefore Jill has the same status as Ms. Doe.  As a qualified alien under the age of 18, Jill is eligible for food stamps in addition to Medicaid and Safety Net Assistance (see page 5 of alien status policy directive attached).

Ms. Doe and Jill’s Social Security Number

Enclosed as Exhibit 3, you will find HRA’s Policy Directive 

#03-11-ELI (entitled “Social Security Numbers for Non-Working Aliens.”)  This policy directive states that welfare offices must not deny otherwise eligible applicants because they lack Social Security Numbers.  Rather, the welfare offices must supply aliens with a W-133E form (a copy is attached to 03-11-ELI) that the applicant must take to apply for a number.  As Ms. Doe will not be able to get a Social Security Number without this form, we request that you fill out a W-133E for Ms. Doe and inform her of the closest Social Security Administration office.  Ms. Doe is eligible for benefits as long as she complies with the agency’s requirement to apply for a social security number, even if she is denied a social security number.  

Should you have any further questions relating to Ms. Doe’s immigration status and eligibility for benefits, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I may be reached by telephone at [insert], by fax at [insert], by e-mail at [insert] and by mail at [insert].

Yours sincerely,

