Custody/Visitation 

Follow-Up Legal Action Plan

Fatherhood Initiative Pilot Program*

· If there is no Order of Protection against you (from Family Court or Criminal Court), try to discuss with the mother of your children, or in the alternative, a mutual friend or family member the possibility of coming to an agreement about visiting your children.  If this doesn’t work, you might want to consider filing a Visitation petition in Family Court.  Remember, when it is possible, it is in all parties’ best interests to keep this out of court.

· Go to Family Court in the borough where the mother and child live, or where there has been a case in the past, and file a petition for Visitation or Custody.

Make sure you bring with you any previous family court papers that have relevant docket numbers on them as well as information such as names, addresses, and dates of birth of family members, and birth certificates if relevant.  Get there early (before 8:00 a.m.) to avoid long lines. Provide me with a copy of the petition as soon as you can. After you have filed the petition and have been assigned a court date, call me to inform me and we’ll schedule a follow-up consultation to prepare for your case.

· Serve the mother/other party with the petition. Make sure to read all directions very carefully and follow them all.  Ask me for help regarding how to complete service if necessary.  

Show me the Affidavit of Service form as soon as this is done.

· Obtain copies of all of your children’s birth certificates.  If you do not have a copy, go to 125 Worth Street, the Department of Vital Statistics, and request one.  Make sure to bring your own photo identification, and, if applicable your marriage or divorce decree. You can get information on how to do this by calling 212-788-4520.  Provide me with a copy of this.

· Other:

* Based on a form originally developed by the Fortune Society Family Services program.
